Blazing Trails

The newsletter of the Smoke Rise Homeowner’s Association

GENERAL MEETING: THURSDAY, October 22, 7:00 PM
at The Smoke Rise United Methodist Church
corner of Scenic Trail and Grandview Trail.
Everyone is welcome

DUES ARE NOW DUE!! membership dues for the Smoke Rise Home Owners Association are now due

for the 2009-2010 fiscal year. Dues are $40 per year. Please mail them to Smoke Rise Home Owner’s Assn.,
P.0. Box 471, Warrior, Alabama 35180, or bring them to the General Membership meeting on October 22.

Grant Money Available for The homeowner may do the work himself and get

reimbursement for his time and labor, or to have

Smoke Rise Residents someone else do the work. The reimbursement must

first be approved by a representative of the Alabama

Have you noticed on the news the horrible wildfires Forestry Commission. There are no conditions for

that are ravaging parts of California? Think it can’t receiving this grant money other than clearing the space

happen here? Think again... In Smoke Rise we are very around your structures.

fortunate to have many beautiful trees on our land and This Wild Fire Protection plan recommends certain

surrounding our houses. But, this is a blessing that could goals that should be performed for the Smoke Rise

turn into a curse. . . .
community. Clearing a “defensible” space around

Representatives from the Alabama Forestry Commission structures, as described above, is one of the priorities.

surveyed the Smoke Rise area this past July and have Reducing hazardous fuels and marking all fire hydrants

made certain recommendations to reduce the effects of are other priorities. The Smoke Rise Homeowner’s

a wild fire in our area. Fortunately, there is Federal Association has just completed a program to mark all

grant money is available to help with some of the fire hydrants in Smoke Rise with blue reflectors.

problems they have pointed out in their report Improving the visibility of house numbers is another

goal and recommendation of the report. A complete list
The Smoke Rise Community Wildfire Protection Plan, of the priority recommendations given by the Forestry
prepared and organized by the Alabama Forestry Commission is listed on below.

Commission, was endorsed by the Smoke Rise Home

Owner’s Association Board of Directors on August 25, The program also defines an action plan in case there is

2009. This is an action plan for wildfire mitigation that a wild fire in the area to help the Alabama Forestry

makes grant money available to homeowners in the Commission and the West Blount Fire Department.

smoke rise subdivision for the purpose of clearing trees, We encourage you to contact one of the sector

brush and other combustibles away from their homes .
directors to arrange for a survey of your property and to

and other structures. The grant money will provide determine eligibility for receiving this grant money. A

reimbursement to homeowners for the expenses of list of the directors along with their phone numbers is

labor, tools, rental of equipment, etc. to establish a included in this newsletter

buffer or fire break around a structure.

Summary of Recommendations by the Alabama Forestry Commission for the
Smoke Rise Community

Perform Hazardous fuel reduction in the area (old sheds, old tires, etc.)

Create minimum of 30 feet of defensible space from all structures.

Cut, Prune, and mow vegetation in shared community spaces and restrict debris burning.
Mark all hydrants, so as to be visible from roads.

Trim overhanging limbs, clean flammable vegetation material from roofs and gutters.
Replace pine needles and mulch around plantings with less flammable landscaping materials.
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Improve the visibility of house numbers.




General Meeting Program

Our October 22 meeting program will be a presentation by David Caudle about spelunking, particularly in
the Bryan Mountain and Blount County area. Did you know there were miles of caves below us? How about
rooms as big as houses and underground streams? Spelunking is exploring wild caves. No lights, no
walkways, no hand rails, just rock climbing underground to discover beautiful rock formations among the
stalagmites and stalactites. David will tell of the caves in the area and share pictures of many of them. Don’t

miss this one, and bring the kids for a wonderful and informative evening.

Neighborhood Watch Program Kicks Off!

At our last general meeting, there was considerable interest in an official Neighborhood Watch Program. Because of this,
the Board of Directors voted to support this effort with administrative leadership, sponsorship of training events and
funding. Now we need your help to make it a success!! Joan Lineberry is coordinating the program. Please contact her at
647-4372 for more information or to sign up.

Fire Hydrant Markers Are Installed

With the cooperation of the West Blount Fire District and the Blount County Commissioner’s office, the Smoke Rise
Home Owners Association has installed blue reflective fire hydrant markers at all fire hydrant locations in Smoke Rise.
The project, conceived and headed up by Nina Harvey, was completed in late July. The markers reduce response time for
fire department vehicles by making the hydrants easy to find at night or when they have been covered by shrubs or high
weeds. Having the markers in place is also one of the priorities of the Community Wild Fire Protection Plan. Thanks for
the work involved in getting the markers placed goes out to Nina Harvey, Alan Grostick and Roy Adams of the Smoke
Rise Homeowners Assn., Glennis Best, Road Foreman for Blount County and Scotty Schnittker, Capt of Training for the
West Blount Fire District.

Having a garage sale? Garage sales are a great way to get some value out of stuff you don’t need any

more. But please, pick up your garage sale signs after you finish! Keep Smoke Rise clean.

Do You Have a Terrific Neighbor ???

Has someone from our community performed a very “neighborly” favor for you? Possibly someone mowed your grass
or helped you repair your car or a plumbing problem. Maybe your car stalled and20someone came by, helped you and
made sure you made it home safe. Maybe someone helped you with some gardening duties, or someone provided you
with groceries, or even cooked for your family during a difficult time. Recently we lost a lot of trees in the September
“monsoons”; we’ve seen a lot of chain saw action all over Smoke Rise. Very possibly some neighborly stories have
arisen from this stormy event.

If you have been fortunate to have a terrific neighbor help you in any way at all and you would like to give them an
extra ‘Thank You’ we encourage you to nominate that neighbor for a Certificate of Appreciation. We would like to
‘Honor t hylindVeny cguallatmasghere]. We would like your family to attend the general membership
meeting where you can present your neighbor with the certificate. You may notify Diane McConnell at 647-4292 who
will preprint it for you. She will also formally invite your nominee and their family to the meeting. We would love for
you to relay the story of what occurred, but if you prefer to not relay the exact circumstances of how they assisted you,
that is perfectly fine. If you would like us to present the certificate for you, we will gladly do so.

Thanksgiving is almost here and we think this is the perfect time to recount the many blessings in all areas of our lives.
We hope to have many nominations because we believe that Smoke Rise is a little slice of Heaven and that a lot of good,
positive things occur within its boundaries. We’ll be expecting to hear from you and are excitedly looking forward to this
meeting. Don’t wait — call Dianne right away - the next general meeting is Oct 22!!




What good is Smoke Rise Homeowners Association?

|l ’ve been asked that questWgndeosewer Alaviei medoimeotwmer p
should I join?” We | | I I b e questiom—theretar@ jusaarfesy vf ehe reatofns:a t

1) We serve the community by actively communicating with County officials and other political leaders as to the
needs of Smoke Rise, such as the condition of roads in our area and other matters. We can speak with a more
powerful voice in greater numbers.

2JHaving a homeowner'’' s association provi dhellengesthe or
the Smoke Rise community.

3) Smoke Rise is protected by restrictive covenants. We strive to protect those covenants and keep them viable.
Right now, folks in the McCalla area are fighting the proposed construction of a railroad freight terminal in
their neighborhood. They would have loved to have the protection of covenants, and the organizational
structure of an association like those that we have in place, to defend their community.

4) We serve the Smoke Rise community by presenting programs of interest at our general meetings. These
meetings also keep our members informed of current developments in the area and provide a forum for issues
affecting Smoke Rise. This gives you a voice in your community.

5) We serve the community by providing improvements to the area such as decorative entrances, flag poles,
street signs, fire hydrant markers and other public safety features.

6) The Homeowner's Association is not a police forc:
information regarding the covenants and act as a moderator of disputes. We will investigate reported
violations and if necessary notify and advise those in violation of the covenants. If necessary, we will join a
challenge to the covenants. This helps protect all of our property values.

7) The Architectural Control Committee is operated by the SHRA and reviews proposed real estate development in
Smoke Rise to verify it is in compliance with the covenants covering our community. The ACC is authorized to
approve or disapprove construction within Smoke Rise. Again, this also protects the property value of our
homes and property.

8) We are a point of contact for the Smoke Rise community for County and State agencies and others. An
example of this is working with the Alabama Forestry Commission to develop a fire protection plan for the
community.

So, | encourage you to join the SRHA. We need your input, your ideas, and your fellowship. But mostly we need you to
help make the Smoke Rise Homeowner’s Association strong — we need YOU! There’s a lot in it for all of us.

David Hunter, President

Smoke Rise Homeowner’s Association

ARE YOU NEW TO SMOKE RISE?

We welcome you! We especially want you to come to our membership meeting. Come find out what the SRHA is all

about. No, you don’t have to be a member to attend. ALL residents of Smoke Rise are always welcome to all meetings
and programs.

The Officers and Directors for the year 2009 — 2010 are:

David Hunter, President 647-3670
Ed Harvey, Vice President 647-9730
Nina Harvey, Treasurer 647-7279
Dolores Fort, Secretary 647-3889
Barbara Johnson, Historian 647-3827
Roy Adams, Director 647-2236
Alan Grostick, Director 590-3504
Joan Lineberry, Director 647-4372

Dianne McConnell, Director 647-4292
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